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FOREWORD
This order is issued to provide the policy and instructions governing the wearing of the Sea Cadet uniform.
When cadets are required to be in uniform, they shall wear the applicable dress described in this order. When authorized to wear
the uniform, cadets are governed by these policies and instructions, and Commanding Officers (COs) shall ensure that cadets under
their command are dressed accordingly.
This order is effective upon receipt and supersedes all dress policy and rules previously issued as a manual, supplement order, or
instruction.

AUTHORITY
The National Sea Cadet Coordinator is responsible for defining and promulgating all dress instructions for Sea Cadets. Changes to
dress policy, dress instructions, uniform or designs of the cadet uniform, uniform accessories, accoutrements or insignia shall
only be made with the approval of the Director Cadets and Junior Canadian Rangers (D Cdts & JCR).
Whenever a new or modified item of dress is authorized and introduced, an amendment to these instructions shall be issued by
D Cdts & JCR.
COs are responsible for ensuring that their cadets adhere to the standards described in these instructions. COs do not have
the authority to modify the dress standards nor to impose different local standards.
Suggestions for revision shall be forwarded through the chain of command to D Cdts & JCR, Attention: National Sea Cadet
Coordinator (D Cdts & JCR 4-3).
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DEFINITIONS
In these dress instructions, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following words will have these meanings:
 “cadet corps” Acronym of “Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps”.
 “cadet training” Refers to all authorized cadet training, activities, competitions and advanced training that a cadet
participates in whether in uniform or not.
 “CCO” Acronym of “Canadian Cadet Organizations” and refers to the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets, Royal Canadian Army
Cadets and Royal Canadian Air Cadets.
 “CO” Acronym of “commanding officer” and refers to the officer in charge of a Sea Cadet Corps, Cadet Summer Training
Centre (CSTC), a detachment or Regional Cadet Support Unit (RCSU).
 “CSTC” Acronym of “Cadet Summer Training Centre” and refers to the facilities used to conduct summer training.
 “OIC” Acronym of “Officer in Charge” refers to the officer placed in charge of a group, an activity or event
 “optional kit” Refers to items of clothing or accoutrements that are authorized for wear that have been provided by nonpublic funds (NPF), Cadet League, sponsor or personal funds
 “standard kit” Refers to items of clothing and accoutrements that are issued to all Sea Cadets.
 “temporary kit” Refers to items of clothing and accoutrements that are issued, on a temporary basis, to Sea Cadets.

INTERPRETATION
If an item for wear is not included in this CATO it is not authorized and shall not be worn. The only approving authority for the
wearing of, or addition of, items and badges on the uniform is D Cdts & JCR.

SHALL, MAY, SHOULD
In these instructions these words denote the following:
 “shall” shall be construed as being imperative;
 “may” shall be construed as being permissive; and
 “should” shall be construed as being informative only.

ORDER OF DRESS
The uniforms, accessories, accoutrements, insignia and orders of dress set out in this CATO are those authorized for wear by Sea
Cadets pursuant to Queen’s Regulations and Orders for the Canadian Cadet Organizations (QR (Cadets)), Article 5.22. Sea Cadet
orders of dress are described in Annex A.

UNAUTHORIZED UNIFORMS, ACCOUTREMENTS AND ACCESSORIES
Sea Cadets shall not wear the following uniforms, accoutrements and accessories:
 any part of Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) or cadet uniform, former or current, not described
in these dress instructions;
 CADPAT combat dress;
 any part of CAF / RCN mess dress, former or current; and
 any insignia, medals, ribbons, pins of the CAF / RCN, the CCO or any other organization, foreign or domestic, not
described or authorized in these instructions.

AUTHORIZED UNIFORMS, ACCOUTREMENTS AND ACCESSORIES
Standard and Temporary Kit.
a.

b.
c.

Provision-Sea Cadets shall be provided with standard kit at public expense to the authorized entitlement as scaled in
CFS-8 D08-101. Sea Cadets taking part, among others, in summer training, international exchanges and at-sea
deployment may also be issued with temporary kit for the duration of the activity. Provision of this kit shall be recorded on
the appropriate form. Standard and temporary kit shall be returned when it no longer fits, is no longer required, the
training, exchange or deployment is completed, the cadet leaves the organization, or is requested to do so, whichever is
applicable.
Maintenance-Cadets are responsible for care, cleaning and custody of all standard or temporary kit.
Replacement-Replacement of standard or temporary kit shall be at public expense, on a one- for-one exchange basis
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for those items not considered next of skin, on an as required basis.
Alterations or Modifications-Standard and temporary kit shall not be altered or modified except to obtain a reasonable
fit or to convert jackets to doublet pattern as authorized for Highland Dress. The cost of alterations or modifications shall
not be at public expense.

d.

Authorized Optional Kit.
a.

Provision-Clothing and accoutrements considered optional kit in these instructions may be authorized for wear by Sea
Cadets by the CO or the OIC of an activity. Unless prior authorization is given by D Cdts & JCR, these items will not be
provided / issued at public expense. Cadets are not required to purchase a piece of optional kit. The intent of this provision
is to allow Sea Cadets to wear such items as cadet corps, team or course t-shirts, sports dress, etc. that promote a sense of
camaraderie and esprit de corps while still maintaining the spirit of uniformity. This would also apply to accoutrements such
as name tags, corps badges, and corps cap tallies.
Replacement-Replacement of optional kit shall not be at public expense.
Authorized items list-Authorized items of clothing, accoutrements and accessories for Sea Cadets are described in Annex B.

b.
c.

EARING OF THE UNIFORM
Cadets
a.
b.
c.

shall, unless otherwise directed by the CO or the OIC, wear the uniform when:
proceeding to and returning from cadet corps, CSTC and any other location used for cadet training;
taking part in local and summer training, or regionally or nationally directed activity; and
attending ceremonies or functions at which the wearing of uniform is appropriate.

UNIFORMITY IN DRESS
Civilian clothes may be worn by cadets during cadet training activities when there is no suitable and approved uniform available and
if authorized by the CO or OIC. Cadets wearing civilian clothes, in public, at the cadet corps or any other training location, shall
present a neat, clean and well-groomed appearance. Visible civilian items of apparel shall not be worn by cadets with any
uniform, except where specifically authorized in these instructions.
Personal appearance policy contained within these instructions will apply to cadets wearing civilian clothes in regards to
deportment, hair, jewelry, tattoos and piercing. It is recommended that the CO or OIC emphasis the importance for cadets to
dress in a manner that brings credit and upholds the reputation of the cadet corps, Sea Cadets and the CCO.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE
Intent
The standard of personal dress, appearance and grooming shall be such as to reflect credit on the individual and on the CCO. Their
intent is to ensure a high standard of grooming consistent with that expected of cadets while also recognizing the standards of
Canadian society.

Appearance and cleanliness
Cadets in uniform shall be well groomed with footwear cleaned and shone. Their uniform shall be clean and properly
pressed at all times. In particular, buttons, fasteners and zippers shall be kept closed. Pockets shall not be bulged; items such as
eyeglasses, sunglasses, glasses cases, pens, pencils, key-rings or paper shall not be visibly extended nor protrude from pockets or be
suspended from belts or pockets.

Deportment
Chewing gum, slouching, sauntering, placing hands in pockets, smoking or eating while walking, walking hand in hand, and similar
deportment which detracts from a proud and orderly appearance in the eyes of the public is unacceptable for cadets in uniform /
on duty. The object of this guideline is to project an image of a disciplined and self- controlled group. Thus, as one example, physical
displays of affection between uniformed cadets shall be avoided.

Hair
Hair on the head shall be neatly groomed and conservatively styled. The length, bulk and style of hair shall not preclude the
proper wearing of headdress (bulk is the distance that the mass of hair extends from the skin, when groomed, as opposed to the
length of hair). Headdress shall be able to be removed and when removed the hair shall maintain a neat and styled appearance.
In particular, style and colour shall not be bizarre, exaggerated or have an unusual appearance (such as: multi- coloured highlighting
/ stripes or cuts that vary dramatically in length). Unusual colours such as green, bright red, orange, purple, etc. are not permitted.
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Hair must be secured or styled back to reveal the face and any accessories used to secure or control hairstyles shall be as
unobtrusive as possible. Hair ornaments shall not be worn, except for female cadets who may wear conservative barrettes that
blend with the hair colour.

Hair – Male Cadets
Hair-Shall be taper- trimmed at the back, sides, and above the ears to blend with the hair-style; be no more than 15 cm (6 in.)
in length and sufficiently short that, when the hair is groomed and headdress is removed, no hair shall touch the ears or fall below
the top of the eyebrows; be no more than 4 cm (1-1/2 in.) in bulk at the top of the head, gradually decreasing to blend with the
taper-trimmed sides and back; and be kept free from the neck to a distance of 2.5 cm (1 in.) above the shirt collar. Taper- trimmed
square back styles and shaving of all the hair on the head are permitted.
Sideburns-Sideburns shall not extend below a line horizontally bisecting the ear, and shall be squared off horizontally at the
bottom edge and taper-trimmed to conform to the overall hair style.
Beard & Moustaches-CO may authorize wearing of a beard or moustache. If a request is granted, the cadet will be given four weeks
to grow a beard and moustache or moustache only, after which, if it is not grown in, he will be required to shave it off.
a.
Moustaches. When moustaches are worn alone, the unshaven portion of the face shall not extend outwards beyond the
corners of the mouth. Moustaches shall be kept neatly trimmed; not be greater than 2 cm (3/4 in.) in bulk; not extend
below the corners of the mouth.
b.
Beard. Where beards are authorized, they shall be worn with a moustache; kept neatly trimmed, especially on the lower
neck and cheekbones; and not exceed 2.5 cm (1 in.) in bulk

Hair – Female Cadets.
The following additional details apply to female cadets: hair shall not extend below the lower edge of the service jacket collar.
Exaggerated styles, including those with excessive fullness or extreme height, are not authorized. Braids, if worn, shall be styled
conservatively and tied tightly secured at the end by a knot or a small unadorned fastener. A second small unadorned fastener may
be used to secure the top of the braid. A single braid shall be worn in the centre of the back. Double braids shall be worn behind the
shoulders. Hair shall be a maximum length when gathered behind the head and braided which does not extend below the top of the
armpit. Multiple braids (cornrows) shall be directed toward the back of the head, pulled tight to the head and secured at the end by
a knot or a small-unadorned fastener. A second small unadorned fastener may be used to secure the top of the braid. Multiple
braids extending below the lower edge of the collar are to be gathered in a bun. With the permission of a CO, a reasonable
period may be authorized in order to transition from short to long hairstyles, during which time hair may extend below the lower
edge of the service jacket collar all the while maintaining a positive appearance, and subject to the cadet’s safety.

Make-up
Female cadets are authorized to wear a minimal amount of make-up. When in uniform, make-up may be applied but only in a
conservative fashion. This precludes the use of false eyelashes, heavy eyeliner, brightly coloured eye shadow or lipstick, coloured
nail polish, and excessive facial make-up.

Jewellery
The only jewellery that may be worn in uniform shall be a wristwatch, a medical alert bracelet and a maximum of two rings which
are not of a costume jewellery nature. Safety regulations shall always prevail, especially during training.
Female cadets-In addition, female cadets in uniform may wear a single pair of plain gold, silver stud, diamond, or pearl earrings in
pierced ears. Above earrings, if worn, shall be in the centre of each earlobe, shall be spherical in shape and shall not exceed 0.6 cm
(1/4 in.) in diameter. No other type of earring shall be worn, except for a gold or silver stud healing device of similar shape and size,
which may be worn while ears are healing after piercing. Only a single earring or healing device, worn in the centre of each
earlobe, may be worn at a time. When wearing civilian clothes only one pair of unobtrusive earrings may be worn.
Male cadets-Male cadets shall not wear earrings or ear-sleepers on the ears while in uniform or on duty in civilian clothes. When
wearing civilian clothes off duty, jewellery and accessories will preserve a conservative, disciplined, professional appearance.

Tattoo and Body Piercing
Cadets shall not acquire any tattoos that are visible on the head, neck, chest or ears when an open collared shirt is worn.
Additionally, cadets shall not acquire tattoos that could be deemed to be offensive (e.g., pornographic, blasphemous, racist or
containing vulgar language or design) or otherwise reflect discredit on the CCO. Visible and non-visible body piercing adornments,
with the exception of female cadet’s earrings and ear sleepers described in sub-paragraph 33. a., shall not be worn by cadets either
in uniform or on duty in civilian clothing. Covering the unauthorized piercing with an adhesive bandage is not acceptable.
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Undergarments
Undergarments, including brassiere for female cadets, if required, shall be worn under all orders of dress and shall be of an
appropriate colour so as not to be visible through uniform items of clothing.
The wearing of the issued black t-shirt under the Training Dress (Sea) / Naval Combat Dress (NCD) shirt (C4, C5 and C5A orders of
dress) and under the field shirt (C4C order of dress) is mandatory.

Eyeglasses and Sunglasses
Eyeglasses and sunglasses shall be conservative in design and colour. Cadets who normally wear eyeglasses, may wear either
conventionally framed prescription sunglasses or conservatively styled clip-on sunglasses when conditions and circumstances
dictate. Other cadets may wear conservatively styled sunglasses, do not detract from the overall appearance of the uniform when
conditions and circumstances dictate. Sunglasses shall not be worn on parade unless authorized by the CO in special circumstances

WEARING OF HEADDRESS
The wearing of headdress reflects a combination of the cultural etiquette of Canadian society, military custom and religious
practices. As a guideline, the norms of formal etiquette should be followed.
Consecrated Buildings-All cadets shall observe the custom of the religious denomination concerned in regard to the wearing of
headdress in a consecrated building, except that headdress shall be worn when on duty as a member of the vigil during the
lying in state of a deceased dignitary or when depositing or receiving Colours. For Christian churches, headdress is removed at the
entrance (less female cadets if that is the custom of the denomination concerned), and replaced at the exit. The advice of the
officiating clergy will be sought and followed in each case.
Messes and Canteens-Cadets shall remove headdress upon entering messes and canteens. The same custom shall be applied upon
entering public restaurants.
Public Buildings-Headdress shall not normally be removed in any public place, including elevators. However, cadets may
observe the custom practiced by civilians in regard to the wearing of headdress in public buildings such as theatres and civil courts.
Public Transportation-Cadets travelling aboard public transportation may remove their headdress while in transit; however,
headdress shall be replaced prior to exiting the public transportation.
Military and Privately Owned Vehicles.
Cadets travelling in uniform shall wear headdress while operating or travelling as a passenger in a military or privately owned
vehicle except:
a. if the roof of the vehicle is too low to permit headdress to be worn with comfort and safety,
b. on extended trips, or
c. by order of the senior officer present,
When headdress has been removed in accordance with the instructions above, it shall be replaced:
a. When approaching and leaving a military establishment or cadet corps, or
b. Immediately upon exiting the vehicle.
Parades-All cadets on parade shall remove their headdress, when so ordered, except for musicians, colour / flag bearers and their
escorts, members of a guard and also cadets who are adherents of the Sikh religion, Jewish or female muslim cadets.

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL ACCOMMODATION
Details on cultural and spiritual accommodations are located at Annex C.

INSIGNIA, HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Sea Cadet insignia and conditions of eligibility are located at Annex D. Details on honors and awards are located at Annex E.

ILLUSTRATED REFERENCES
Illustrated references detailing the placement of insignia, pins, medals and other items on the uniform, as well as hair and beard and
moustache standards and lacing of the boots are located at Annex F.
ANNEXES
Annex A – Orders of Dress
Appendix 1 – Traditional Dress
Appendix 2 – Highland Dress

10 | P a g e
Annex B – Authorized clothing, accoutrements and accessories
Annex C – Cultural and spiritual accommodation
Annex D – Sea Cadet Insignia
Appendix 1 – Identification
Appendix 2 – Rank
Appendix 3 – Qualification
Appendix 4 – Appointment
Appendix 5 – Proficiency
Appendix 6 – Participation and competition
Appendix 7 – Commemoration
Annex E – Honours and Awards
Appendix 1 – Awards position
Annex F – Illustrated references
Appendix 1 – Hair
Appendix 2 – Lacing boots
Appendix 3 – Baseball cap
Appendix 4 – Brassard
Appendix 5 – Wearing of insignia, honors and awards

GENERAL
Orders of dress are categorized as follows:
a. Ceremonial Dress (C1)- A formal order of dress, worn with orders , decorations, medals, and other ceremonial
accoutrements and accessories as deemed appropriate for the occasion
b. Mess Dress (C2)- A formal order of dress, worn with a white dress shirt and bowtie (male cadets) or cross-over tie (female
cadets) or when mess dress is deemed appropriate for the occasion. May also be worn by bands as concert dress.
c. Sevice Dress (C3)- An order of dress which is a military environment and classroom training
d. Training Dress (C4)- A functional order of dress whose primary purpose is to meet training demands that could damage
service dress
e. Operational Dress (C5)- Functional order of dress for wear by cadets undergoing extended training deployments.
f. Traditional Dress (T)- Traditional Sea Cadet uniform (blue only) of the pattern worn by the Royal Canadian Navy (prior to
unification) may be worn by Sea Cadet. Instructions for wearing of the Traditional Dress are located at Appendix 1
g. Highland Dress (H)- Sea Cadet corps with a pipes and drums band of no less than seven musicians (four of which are pipers)
are authorized to wear Highland Dress, at no public expense. Instructions for wearing the Highland Dress are located at
Appendix 2

SEA CADET ORDERS OF DRESS

11 | P a g e

12 | P a g e

NOTE: The jacket may be removed only when it is not available or wen extreme heat conditions make the wear unbearable. In these cases, the gunshirt will remain
free of any insignia in exception of rank.

NOTE: The jacket may be removed only when, it is not available or wen extreme heat conditios make the wear unbearable. In these cases, the dress shirt will remain
free of an insignia
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TRADITIONAL DRESS
Occasions of Wear
Traditional Sea Cade uniform (Navy Blue) of the pattern worn by the Royal Canadian Navy (prior to unification) may be worn by Sea Cadets:
a.
b.
c.

d.

If procurement, cleaning maintenance and storage of the uniform is at no public expense;
With the traditional or current “Royal Canadian Sea Cadets” shoulder insignia on the jmber. No other insignia ribbons or pins are
authorized for wear;
As authorized by the RCSU CO for:
1. Battle of the Atlantic commemorative ceremonies,
2. Remembrance Day ceremonies;
3. Ceremony of the Flags;
4. Mess dress, and
For other special ceremonial occasions as authorized by D Cdts & JCR

Annual Ceremonial Reviewes (ACRs) and graduation parades at a SCTC are not viewed as occasions qualifying for the wearing of the traditional
dress. Clothing, items and accessories for the traditional uniform are listed below.

Instructions for Wear
Instructions for wear are as follows:
a.

b.

c.

Jumper:
1. Sleeves shall be roll-pressed with no creases
2. Is ironed using a pressing cloth (such as a thin towel or pillow case) to prevent shininess
3. Must be dry-cleaned
Trousers:
1. Are pressed flat, inside out, to form a reverse crease along the side seams
2. Must be dry-cleaned
Blue Collar:
1. Is pressed accordion style with “a hill and two valleys”
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2.

d.

e.

The white lanyard is worn with the blue collar under the scarf at the back and emerging from the scarf where the scarf emerges
from the collar. The know should rest 7cm above the “V” of the scarf and the remainder of the lanyard passes to the right
between scarf and jumper, forms a lop under the tapes then back to the left between scarf and jumper.
3. The lanyard can be washed and dried
Black Sild (Scarf)
1. Is pressed flat and worn under the collar at the back and fixed to the jumper at the front by the tapes, leaving a bight about 2.5
to 5cm below the bow.
2. The tapes are tied over the silk to form a bow 7.5cm to 10cm wide and the ends hang down equal lengths 12.5cm to 17.5 cm
long and neatly swallow-tailed at the ends
Only current rank insignia may be worn on the gunshirt.

Note: The jumper may be removed only when, it is not available or when extreme heat condition make the wear unbearable. In these cases, the gunshirt
will remain free of any insignia, in exception of rank.

Highland Dress
Sea Cadet corps with a pipes and drums band of no less than seven musicians (four of which are pipers) may be authorized by the RCSU CO to wear
the following highland clothing items and accessories:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Glengarry Headdress: Headdress is navy blue in colour, with Sea Cadet metal headdress insignia (on a garter).
Hackle (White): Hackle is worn behind the headdress insignia.
Sea Cadet Jacket (Cut-Away): Modified to doublet pattern at no expense to public, or standard Sea Cadet jacket if funds are not available
to make modifications (see below).
Kilt (Maple Leaf Tartan)
Plaid (Maple Leaf Tartan)
Sporran Hair: Hair sporran is worn with a black chain strap (H1 order of dress)
Sporran Leather: Black leather sporran (H3 order of dress)
Kilt pin: Kilt pin if, provided must be the same for all band members.
Hosetops: Hosetops are diced, with red and black diamonds (H1 order of dress)
Flashes Garter: Flashes are red or guards type.
Spat White: Spats are worn with H1 order of dress
Sgian Dubh: Sgian Dubh, if provided, is worn inserted in the top of the hose in the right leg.
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The following accoutrement may be worn by Sea Cadet pipe band, but may not be procured at public expense:
a.
b.
c.

Pipe Bag Cover: Pipe bag covers are velvet (velveteen), burgundy with white wool fringe or trim
Cords and Tassel: Cords and tassels are made of white silk.
Dirk: Dirk is worn at the waist by the Pipe Major or Senior Piper

When authorized for wear, this dress shall only replace C1 and C3 orders of dress.
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Note: The jacket may be removed only when it is not available or when extreme heat conditions make the wear unbearable. In these cases, the gunshirt will remain
free of any insignia in exception of rank.

Note: The jacket may be removed only when it is not available or when extreme heat condition make the wear unbearable. In these cases, the gunshirt will remain
free of any insignia or rank.
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Authorized Clothing, Accoutrements and Accessories
Clothing (issued)
Seamans’ Cap: Is worn with C1, C2, C3 and C3A. Orders of dress is as follows:
a.
b.
c.

d.
e.
f.

Shall be worn so that the rim of the cap is one finger abouve the eyebrow. The front seam is centered directly over the nose. The chinstay
shall be sewn inside the cap at the correct length to permit the stay to fit under chin;
Is hand washed regularly using cold water and detergent with a brush with white bristles (eg: old toothbrush) to remove dirt. Do not
completely immerse the cap;
Shall be worn with “ROYAL CANADIAN SEA CADETS” capy tally (as shown in Annex D. Appendix 1). The center of the lettering on the cap
tally (between the “I” and “A” of the word CANADIAN”) should be in line with the front cap seam. It is tied in a neat bow, not more than
7.5m and not less the 5cm acroos. The ends being of equal length. The bow is to be centered on the left ear vents.
The “Sea CSTC” cap tally, inf issued, will be worn by all staff cadets, while employed at a Sea CSTC.
Corps title cap tallies are listed under optional items and may be worn in lieu of the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets cap tally; and
Shall be worn with the chinstay down in the following circumstances:
1. Whenever white belts and gaiters are worn (exception – chief petty officers when not forming part of an armed or ceremonial
party),
2. When sailing, pulling or operation a power vessel in uniform, and
3. By all uniformed cadets under windy conditions.

Ball Cap: Is worn in C4, C4A, C5 and C5A orders of dress and may be won with C4B order of dress as follows:
a.
b.

c.

May be worn plain with no alteration;
May be altered (not at public expense) to include the corps name and number on the front panel according to the following policy:
1. Lettering is to be 1.3cm (1/2in) gold coloured thread embroidery, displaying “RCSCC” and coprs name (eg: RCSCC CENTURION),
and corps numerical designator (eg: 319) on the front panel in capital block lettering, and
2. No other lettering or graphic is authorized; and
Shall be worn square on the head with the sweatband 2.5 cn (1in) above the eyebrows. The brim of the cap shall not have excessive or
exaggerated curve and is not to be folded or crease down the center. Ball caps that are faded, grey or stained are to be replaced.

Beret (Black): Is worn only with C4C order of dress (field dress as follows:
a.
b.

c.

For wear during summer training at CSTS’s by staff cadet only (not course cadets);
Shall be worn evenly on the head with the sweatband 2.5cm (1in) above the eyebrows, insignia centered over the left eye. The crown of
the beret shall be pulled downward to the right and rear. Drawstrings shall be tucked inside the gap of the sweatband. The gap of the
band shall be worn at the back of the head; and
Is worn with the Sea Cadet Metal cap insignia (shown in Annes D, Appendix 1),

NOTE: It may be worn by cadets during field training outside of CSTC’s at no public expense
Wide-Brimmed Tan Summer Hat: May be worn with C4, C4A, C4B and C4C orders of dress instead of the ball cap.
Toque: Shall be worn so that the rim of the toque is one finger above the eyebrow. The insignia is centered directly over the nose. The toque may
only be worn with the all-season jacket or C4C order of dress and may be worn on formal parades, such as Remembrance Day as headdress in
inclement weather as ordered by the CO or OIC. The toque is hand or machine washed using cold water and detergent.
Turban (Sikh Religion): A cadet who is an adherent of the Sikh religion shall be allowed to wear a white turban and associated personal items of
wear with all orders of dress except when precluded by safety or operational requirements. The turban is worn with the Sea Cadet metal cap
insignia. Details are located at Annex C.
Jacket: Shall be worn with C1, C2 and C3 orders of dress as follows:
a.
b.
c.

Sleeves shall be roll-pressed with no creases. When jackets are worn they shall remain fully buttoned except for the top button;
Is ironed using a pressing cloth (thin towel or pillow case) to prevent shininess;
Jacket belt shall be worn so that the excess of the belt, once attached is on the left side of the buckle. The buckle shall be adjusted so that
it is centered on the buttons of the jacket. The acket belt shall be worn when the white belt or other accoutrements are worn.
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Gunshirt: Shall be worn with C1, C3 and C3A orders of dress as follows:
a.
b.
c.

d.

May be worn with or without the jacket;
Only the black on white rank insignia is worn on the left sleeve of the gunshirt. No other insignia, accoutrements or accessories are to be
worn;
Shall be pressed, with a moderate quantity of starch, so as to have creases as follows:
1. A crease along the upper edge of each sleeve, and
2. A vertical crease down the center of the front of the shirt, and
Can be washed and dried

Trousers: Shall be worn with C1, C2 C2A, C3, C3A and C4A order of dress as follows:
e.
f.
g.
h.

Shall be worn with the trousers belt;
Shall be pressed so as to have a crease down the center of each leg in the front;
Is ironed using a pressing cloth (such as a thing towel or pillow case) t prevent shininess; and
Can be washed and dried or dry-cleaned

Lanyard: Is worn only with the jacket as follows:
a.

b.

Shall be worn under the collar of the jacket (not under the shoulder straps) with the knot at the level of the first fastened button (second
button of the jacket from the top). The end of the lanyard shall be tucked into the inner corner of the left breast pocket with the slack of
bight of the lanyard hanging 8cm below the top of the pocket; and
Should washed regularly in mild detergent. Hanging it to dry with a weight (such as a bottle of water) attached to one end will ensure
that it retains its length and shape.

Belt for Trousers: A narrow black web belt with brass buckle is worn with the trousers. Only those buckles with the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet
badge or corps/ CSTC badge or without any badge are allowed with the uniform.
Boots: Boots shall be laced across horizontally from side to side (as shown in Annex F). Boots shall not be modified with any type of metal cleats,
hobnails or other metal attachments to heel or sole. No varnish or product other than black shoe polish shall be used to shine the boots. Boots
shall be kept clean and shone when wearing C1, C2, C2A, C3 and C3A orders of dress. When worn with other orders of dress the boots shall be kept
clean and blackened.
Socks: Shall be worn with boots and issued running shoes. If a cadet suffers from a recognized allergy to wool, grey or black cotton or nylon socks
may be worn. Personal white sport socks may be worn with sports dress.
All-Season Coat: May be worn with any order of dress except where indicated as follows:
a.
b.
c.

May be worn year round when weather conditions dictate. The liner and the exterior jacket may be worn separately or as a set;
Shall be worn with rank slip-ons on both shoulders; and
The liner alone as the outer garment shall bot be worn for official or ceremonial event in public.

Training Dress (Sea) Shirt: Shall be worn with C4 order of dress as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Shall be pressed so as to have creases along edge of each sleeve;
Can be worn with sleeves down but normally rolled;
When sleeves are rolled up, they shall end at a point 2.5cm (1in) above the elbow when arm is fully extended;
Is worn with rank slip-ons on both shoulders; and
Can be washed and dried

Naval Combat Dress (NCD) Trousers: Shall be worn with C5 and C5A orders of dress as follows:
a.
b.

Shall be worn with the trousers belt; and
Can be washed and dried in accordance with manufactures instructions;

NCD Shirt: Shall be worn with C5 and C5A orders of dress as follows:
a.

May be pressed so as to have creases along edge of each sleeve;
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b.
c.
d.

When sleeves are rolled up, they shall end at a point 2.5cm (1in) above the elbow when arm is fully extended;
Is worn with rank slip-ons on both shoulders; and
Can be washed and dried in accordance with manufactures instructions

NCD Jacket: Can be worn with C5 order of dress as follows:
a.
b.

Is worn with rank slip-ons on both shoulders; and
Can be washed and dried in accordance with manufactures instructions

NCD Boots (Sea Boots): Can be worn with C5 and C5A orders of dress and shall be laced using the herring bone method (as shown in Annex F). Only
the black boot paste can be used to blacken the boots. Boots shall be kept clean and blackened.
Gloves: Shall be worn by cadets when the all-season coat is ordered for wear and when weather conditions dictate. Gloves shall not be worn unless
the all-season coat is worn.
Running Shoes:
a.
b.
c.

Shall be worn with personal or issued sports clothing
As order by the CO or OIC, may be worn in any order of training or operational dress provided the safety of the cadet is not considered
suitable for the type of activity.
May be worn with ceremonial or sevice dress in lieu of boots with accoutrements (eg: white belt and white gaiters) only if facility owner
does not allow black sole boots.

Sports Shorts: Shall be worn with C4B order of dress during sports and fitness activities.
Black T-Shirt: Shall be worn with C4A orders of dress and under the shirt in C4, C4C, C5 and C5A orders of dress as follows:
a.
b.

The t-shirt shall not have badges, pins or accoutrements placed on it except for a brassard if required; and
When worn, shall be tucked into the pants/shorts

Field Dress: The Cadet Field Training Uniform described in CATO 46-01 is the equivalent C4C order of dress and worn as follows:
a.
b.
c.

For wear during summer training at CSTC’s b staff cadets undergoing bush training and exercises on land only;
Headdress (black beret with the Sea Cadet metal cap insignia, issued ball cap, wide-brimmed tan summer hat or toque) and cadet rank
slip-ons shall be worn with the cadet field training uniform; and
Cadets are allowed to wear civilian field camouflage-pattern clothing or field uniforms from other countries during corps field training
activities. The Sea Cadet headdress and rank insignias shall not be worn with civilian clothing or with field uniforms from other countries.
NOTE: It may be procured for wear during field graining outside of CSTC’s at no public expense.
Cadet field training uniforms obtained by cadets for corps training shall not be taken to CSTC’s

Clothing (Not at public expense)
White Dress Shirt: Plain, long-sleeved, standard cuff design, with turned down collar. For wear with C2 order of dress.
Black Bow Tie: Pre-tied or hand tied, approximately 12cm (4 ¾ in), 4cm (1 ½ in) at square ends and 2cm (3/4in) wide at knot with square ends. For
wear by male cadets with C2 order dress.
Cross-Over Running Shoes: For wear by female cadets with C2 order of dress.
Personal Running Shoes: Personal running shoes (used as alternative footwear) may be authorized for wear by the CO or OPI based on the activity.
Th running shoes shall be in good repair and not pose a safety hazard to the cadet.
Corps, CSTC and other t-shirt: As a means to generate pride and esprit-de-corps, corps/CSTC/RCSU Cos or D Cdts & JCR may authorize the wearing
of a t-shirt with C4, C4A, C4B and C4C training orders of the Sea Cadet Uniform while undergoing training. The t-shirt must be of a single and sober
color. It can only display the badge/logo and/or name and/or motto of the corps/CSTC/RDA or NDA event.
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Accoutrements and Accessories (Issued)
White Webbing: Webbing consists of white plastic or web belt and white web gaiters and shall be worn as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
f.

White belts shall not be worn without gaiters and gaiters shall not be worn without white belts. Gaiters shall be worn with th scalloped
edges down, buckles to the outside, tab ends to the back and tucked into retaining loops;
Chinstays must be worn in accordance with sub-paragraph 1.d of this Annex;
Webbing may be worn when proceeding to and from regular training by cadets authorized to wear it. Webbing shall not be worn during
any other travel (ie: to or from CSTC’s, exchanges, deployments, weekend exercises etc.)
Webbing shall be worn by the following:
1. Guard, color parties and other armed parties,
2. Gun crews, band members
3. Quartermasters and members of the gangway staff,
4. Chief petty officers,
5. Coxwains,
6. Duty yeoman,
7. Duty buglers,
8. Members of side parties, and
9. Drill teams;
Webbing shall only be worn with ceremonial and service orders of dress except for cadets under bayonet or cutass training where there
is a requirement to wear the web belt only, during periods of instructions; and
Only white webbing is authorized for wear by Sea Cadets. Other colored webbing (kaki or black) or black leather belt and gaiters are
prohibited.

Boatswain’s Chain and Call: Worn in place of the lanyard by a cadet appointed as chief boatswain’s mate of a Corps or CSTC, by the quartermaster
and side parities while serving in that capacity as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Chain worn only under the collar (not under the shoulder straps) of the jacket with the call tucked into the inner corner of the left breast
pocket and the slack of bight of the chain hanging 8cm below the top of the pocket when worn,
Chain may be worn under the collar of the Training Dress (Sea) shirt when on duty
Chain is not to be worn hanging from the belt or waist ; and
Boatswain calls and chanins should be removed while undergoing any training where they may be deemed a safety hazard.

Brassards: Rank brassards, when ordered shall be worn on the left arm to indicate rank (eg. Training dress with t-shirt). All other brassards,
including appointments or training identifiers (course or colour patches) are to be worn on the right arm.
Safety Equipment and Clothing: The following safety equipment and clothing, when issued are authorized for wear during cadet activities:
a.

b.
c.
d.

Bicycle Helmets: Cadets in uniform when riding a bicycle shall wear civilian pattern helmets. Cadets riding a bicycle while undergoing
training shall wear the issued helmet. The helmet shall be free of insignia and gaudy or bizarre designs and appropriate headdress shall
be carried for wear immediately upon dismounting the bicycle.
Construction Helmets: Shall be worn on the water by all cadets undergoing sail training in accordance with water safety order
Sailing Helmets: Shall be worn on the water by all cadets undergoing sail training in accordance with water safety orders.
Safety Clothing: Coveralls, Masks, Gloves, Safety Glasses/Goggles, Safety Boots. Shall be worn by all cadets (for example, conducting boat
repair), as required by occupational Health and Safety regulations or when required

Accoutrements and Accessories (not at public expense)
White gloves: White gloves may be worn with ceremonial orders of dress..
Naval Cutlass:
a.

b.

May be carried by:
1. Cadets in charge of honor guards or other armed parties, and
2. The coxswain, when a cutlass is carried by a cadet in chard of guards of honor or other armed parties.
Naval cutlasses must be of the RCN 1900 pattern (authentic or replica) and conform to the following specifications:
1. Overall length of 86cm
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Blade length of 71cm
Blade width of 3cm
Blade type is straight with groove for part of the length and spear point,
Guard is a half-basket of bright steel with turned edge, and
Grip is of two leather pieces riveted in each side of the tang, and

Pace Stick: This item is an aid to drill and may be carried by drill instructors during the conduct of, evaluation of, and in preparation for drill lessons
and practices.
Drill Cane: Carrying or using a dill cane of any type is not authorized for Sea Cadets.
Name Tags and Tapes: Plastic name tags and cloth name tapes shall be worn when issued.
a.
b.

c.
d.

Name tags, when issued shall be worn with C1, C2 and C3 orders of dress
Name tags shall be detachable made of black and white laminated plastic plate approximately 6.3cm (2 ½ in) in length and 1.3cm (1/2 in)
in height, inscribed with white lettering .6cm (1/4 in) high, and shall indicate the surname of the member only. Name tags may be worn
with ceremonial service, training (see next paragraph), and mess dress,
Plastic name tags may be worn with Training Dress (Sea) shirt order of dress but not while undergoing training where the name ta could
become safety hazard
Name tapes are authorized for training and operations orders of dress. Name tapes may be worn on the shirt (C4 and C5 orders of dress)
and jacket (C5 order of dress). Black cloth tape of 2.5cm (1 in) high and 1.0 cm (3/8 in) high embroidered white capital block letters
indicating the surname of the member only.

Cap Tally (Corps or Sea CSTC Title)
a.
b.
c.

A “corps title: cap tally may be obtained at no public expense and used as an optional alternative to the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet cap
tally. They shall be worn as for the latter, except that the center of the lettering will vary.
If provided, “corps title” cap tally shall be worn by all cadets of the corps.
The tally will be black with gold lettering with RCSCC followed by the corps name only, not the corps number. There are no periods
between the letters of RCSCC.

Remembrance Day Poppy: The Remembrance Day poppy is authorized for wear on all Sea Cadets orders of dress from the last Friday of
October until Remembrance Day (11 November). The position of the poppy on the uniform is illustrated at Annex F.
Drum Major Accoutrements:
a.

b.
c.
d.

Mace: The mace should normally be between 54-60 in. in length and taper from top to bottom. Maces are made of black hollow
metal, fiberglass or dark wood with a silver or gold dome topped with or without crown. Chrome chains are acceptable, but no
braided chord or tassels are authorized.
Sash: The sash inscriptions should include the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet badge and the corps or Sea CSTC badge. Sashes can be solid
black, black with white or navy blue. They can be fringed or without fringe and are worn over the left shoulder.
White Leather Gloves: White leather gloves with long rigid cuffs are authorized for wear by drum majors.
Leopard Skins and Gloves: Skins and gloves may be worn by base and tenor drummers in Sea Cadet bands

Purse (Female Cadets Only):
a.
b.

The purse is held in the left hand or suspended over the left forearm.
When the purse is carried as a shoulder bag, the strap shall be suspended from the left shoulder with the top of the purse not higher
than waist level. The purse shall not be carried as a shoulder bag with the strap shortened to handbag length

Umbrella: May be carried during periods of wet weather. They should be of a plain pattern, black. They shall not be carried while in formation
or on parade.
Backpacks: When in uniform civilian-pattern backpacks shall be or a plain conservative pattern and be dark in color (eg. Dark blue, dark green
or black). Bright colors (eg. Yellow, orange red, etc) are not considered appropriate. Seams, zippers and other components are to blend with
the primary color of the backpack. Accessories of any type (eg. Pins, dolls, keys, running shoes, water bottles, etc) shall not be attached to the
exterior of the backpack. Backpacks shall only be carried in the left hand, or worn suspended over both shoulders and square on the back, for
all orders of dress. Single strap designed backpacks may also be worn.
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Commercial Headsets: Shall not be worn by cadets during training but may be worn when seated while travelling

Cultural and Spiritual Accoutrements
Religious Sensitivity
The different cultural and religious requirements of various ethnic groups should be respected, especially during periods of religious expression. To
ensure that this occurs, the following policy will be observed:
a.

b.
c.
d.
e.

f.

Exceptions to the dress instructions for religious reasons will be considered when the cadet submits a written request to the corps’ Area
Cadet Officer (ACO or CSTC CO through the chain of command that includes the following requirements:
1. Name of the religion of which the cadet is a member of,
2. Confirmation by a leader of the religion that the cadet is an active participant and that the exception requested is a core
requirement of the religion, and
3. Proof of status if the cadet is an aboriginal;
For adherents of the Sikh religion, exceptions to the dress instructions already approved are outlined herein below. Cadets must still
follow procedure listed above;
For aboriginal cadets whose religion requires the wearing of hair in a specific style, authority to do so will be given pursuant to the cadet
following procedure listed above;
For female Muslim cadets, subject to following procedure listed above, a civilian-pattern black hijab may be worn under the headdress.
Details are provided below;
For members of all religious groups, exception to the dress instructions will be considered only when all the requirements listed above
have been met. If the validity of a request cannot be determined at the corps/regional level, then all pertinent details shall be forwarded
to D Cdts & JCR for approval; and
Religious items or accessories (eg. A Christian Cross) which are not visible or otherwise apparent are unregulated and may always be
worn, provided they do not interfere with the proper wear and use of uniform items, accoutrements equipment or pose of a safety
hazard.

Should a conflict arise between the requirement to wear safety items of clothing or equipment and the religious symbols, the wearing of
safety items of clothing or equipment shall take priority and, if necessary religious symbols shall be modified or removed. In order to meet
safety requirements essential to training, Corps/CSTC or activity OPIs retain the right to remove a cadet from that training activity should they
be un-willing/unable to remove the religious symbol in question

Sikhs
Authorized exceptions: Cadets who are adherents of the Sikh religion (Keshadharis) Sea Cadet dress instruction with the following exceptions
which are directed by their religion:
a.
b.

Hair and beard shall remain uncut, neat and tidy, provided that safety is not jeopardized. When a hazard clearly exists, the hair and/or
beard shall be modified to accommodate the wearing of the required equipment;
In addition to uncut hair, four other symbolic requirements of the Sikh religion are authorized for wear by both male and female cadets
(see paragraph 5), with all order of dress. Should a conflict arise between the requirement to wear safety items of clothing and
equipment and these religious symbols, the manner and location of wearing these symbols shall be adjusted. Cos retain the right to order
the manner of this adjustment as necessary to meet safety requirements; and male cadets wear a CAF white turban. Female cadts shall
wear the seaman’s cap. Both male and female cadets shall wear the five symbolic requirements of the Sikh religion (as mentioned below).
These items shall be worn with all orders of dress.

Wearing of Headdress: Except when otherwise provided by paragraph 3, the turban worn by male cadets and authorized headdress worn by
female cadets shall not be removed while wearing the uniform. Similarly, when on duty wearing civilian woman’s gead covering shall not be
removed. Specifically, such headdress shall not be removed in the following circumstance:
a.
b.
c.
d.

On parade;
During administration of the cadet promise;
When entering a consecrated building
At formal or informal functions when the removal of headdress might otherwise be considered appropriate.

Authorized Symbolic Requirements: Adherents of the Sikh religion shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, observe the following five
symbolic requirements:
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Kesh: Leave hair on the head, ace and body uncut;
Kanga: Wear a comb;
Kara: Wear an iron bangle (bracelet);
Kancha: Wear under-drawers of a specific design; and
Kirpan: Wear a symbolic dagger with a blade length not less than 11.5 cm and not exceeding 13 cm and an overall length (including the
handle) not exceeding 19 cm.

Methods of Wearing: The following instructions are not intended to provide in detail the method of styling and wearing hair on the head, of
wearing the comb or of winding the turban, they are however intended to provide sufficient direction to ensure uniformity of dress amongst Sikh
members of the CCO Accordingly, religious symbols and associated badges shall be worn as follows:
a.
b.
c.

d.
e.

Turban: Worn in a low, Sikh conventional manner, with the final winding right over left of the forehead
Cap Badge: Worn centred on the front of the turban. The badge whall be locally modified at no cost to the public to provide a brooch
fastener with which to fasten the badge to the turban;
Kesh (Hair): Male cadets shall wear their hair tied in a knot at the crown of the head, and shall secure the hair of the beard under the
chin. Presenting a close to face, groomed appearance. Female cadets shall war their hari styled in a bu at the rear of the head to facilitate
the proper wearing of the Headdress;
Kanga (Bangle or Bracelet): Worn on the right wrist; and
Kirpan (Dagger): Shall remain sheathed, except for religious occasions requiring the presence of the exposed dagger, and for cleaning
purposes. A Black cloth ling, slung from the right shoulder to the left side, shall support the sheathed kirpan. Worn under the outer shirt
or jacket. Should the kirpan interfere with the wearing of the uniform accoutrements or equipment, it may be slung form the left
shoulder and worn on the right side.

Authorized Sikh items of wear
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Muslim
Wearing of Hijab: Female Muslim cadets shall wear the sea Cadet uniform and adhere to Sea Cadet Dress Instructions. For spiritual and religious
reasons, cadets are authorized to wear the hijab, provided that any danger should be avoided when they carry some types of safety gear. In case of
real danger, these cadets shall modify their hairstyling or hijab or both in a way that will allow them to wear the requested gear.
Method of Wearing: The hair covering worn by some cadet female Muslim is a hijab. The hijab must:
a.
b.
c.

Be black in colour;
Be two pieces;
Be adjusted to fit the face of the wearer and allow for the proper wearing of headdress; and cover the hair and be tucked into the shirt
collar.

Hijab wear for female Muslim cadets

Sea Cadet Insignia
Authority
The wearing of any type of insignia is a uniform matter governed by these instructions and other related CATOs.

Insignia Classification
Insignia Type: Insignia types are as follows:
a.
b.
c.

Sewn;
Pinned; and
Slip-ons

Insignia classification: Insignia are classified as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Identification (Appendix 1);
Rank (Appendix 2);
Qualification (Appendix 3);
Appointment (Appendix 4);
Proficiency (Appendix 5);
Participation/Competition (Appendix 6); and
Commemoration (Appendix 7).

Limitation and Location of Insignia
Sewn Insignia: For the sewn insignia, cadets may wear:
a.
b.
c.

Up to one rank on the left arm;
A combination of two qualification insignia on the right arm;
Up to a combination of six proficiency insignia on the right arm;
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d.
e.
f.
g.

Up to a combination of four participation/competition or appointment insignia on the left arm. Only one appointment insignia can be
worn;
One corps badge above the right pocket;
One shoulder insignia on each arm; and
One corps title insignia on each arm

Pinned Insignia: For the pinned insignia, cadets may wear up to:
a.
b.

Two commemoration insignia on the pocket flap; and
A combination of up to three of the participation/competition insignia on the left pocket

Order of precedence of insignia
Unless stated differently, sewn on insignia has no order of precedence. Participation and competition pins have the following order of precedence
from top to bottom:
a.
b.
c.

Regatta;
Marksmanship; and
Biathlon.

Miscellaneous
Insignia Earned in Other Cadet Environments: Insignia earned in Army or Air Cadet Organizations (excluding Navy League Cadets) may be worn by
Sea Cadets as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.

All medals, ribbons and awards from Air or Army Cadets may be worn on the Sea Cadet Uniform;
Equivalent rank insignia may be worn as described in this CATO;
Wing (Army or Air) insignia may be worn above the left breast pocket; and
Qualification, proficiency, participation/competition (sewn or pinned), may be replace by the Sea Cadet equivalent and worn in
accordance with these instructions.

Sewing of Insignia: Insignia shall be sewn on the uniform neatly using a thread that blends with the insignia and the uniform. Glue is not to be used
to adhere insignia to the uniform.

Identification Insignia
General
This Appendix details the identification insignia and position on the uniform.
Identification insignia:
a.
b.
c.

Are issued to all cadets;
Depict membership in the CCO, the Sea Cadet Organization as well as a specific Sea Cadet Corps; and
Are available for the jacket only

Corps Badges for Jackets
The wearing of the Corps badge for jackets is described in Annex F. Insignia for Cadet Summer Training Centres and Regional Cadet Sail Centres are
described in CATO 12-06. Insignia shall be obtained at no public expense. If used, they must be worn by all cadets of the corps. The badges are
similar to those of HMC ships as they are the same size and design, but are distinguished by the use of the three red overlapping maple leaves in
place of gold. Also, all nameplates are gold with black corps name letters. The frame or outline of the badge follows definite rules, which may not
be altered except as specifically permitted. It consists of four elements:
a.

b.

The Naval Crown: This consists of gold circlet on which are mounted the sterns and sails of square-sailed sailing ships alternately. The
sails are always shown as white, the remainder (including the pennants flying from the masts) are shown gold. The jewels in the circlet
are shown in outline only and are not coloured.
The Nameplate: This bears the name of the ship or corps only. It does not include the letters RCSCC, and does not bear the corps
administrative file number. For RCSCC badges the corps name will be in black on a gold background. If the field is black, blue, green or
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c.

d.

red white letters can also be used.
The Shape: In general (and for all newly formed Sea Cadet corps), the circular shape is used. However, a special dispensation for RN ships
that have traditionally employed one of the other shapes, eg AJAX, COURAGEOUS, FURIOUS ILLUSTRIOUS IMPREGNABLE,
SCARBOROUGH VINDICTIVE. They may continue to use that shape so long as the corps remains in existence. Should these specific corps
be shut down and the names assumed by a new corps, the circular shape will be used. The border is gold throughout. The rope border
and base is all gold.
The Maple Leaves: These must be red for all Royal Canadian Sea Cadet corps, including those named for existing HMC ships (which
themselves use the gold outline maple leaves). It is not acceptable for cadets to wear ship’s badges purchased directly from the ship. COs
of HMC ships do not have the authority to allow Sea Cadets to wear RCN ship approved badges. COs of Sea Cadets corps must recognize
that each element has specifically approved badges and must not allow for the wearing or use of unapproved badges on RCN cadet
approved uniforms.

ROYAL CANADIAN SHOULDER INSIGNICA

Worn each shoulder of the jacket with the upper edge of the insignia as close as possible to the shoulder seam. NOTE: Issued to all Sea Cadets.

CORPS TITLE INSIGNIA

Worn on each shoulder of the jacket centered directly under the shoulder insignia. NOTE: Issued to all Sea Cadets and Corps name only; no Corps
number.

ROYAL CANADIAN SEA CADET CAP TALLY
CORPS TITLE CAP TALLY

SEA CADET SUMMER TRAINING CENTRE TITLE CAP TALLY

CORPS BADGES

If three or fewer CCO medals are worn; the Sea Cadets Corps Badge shall be centred, 3 cm above the right breast pocket of the Sea Cadet jacket. If
four or more CCO medals are worn; the Sea Cadet Corps Badge shall be centred, above the right breast pocket of the Sea Cadet uniform, 0.5 cm
above the medals/ribbons.
Notes:
1. May be worn as an optional accessory to the Sea Cadet uniform. It may be worn on the jacket only;
2. Corps badge shall be of embroidered nylon and shall be obtained from a manufacturer approved by the National Sea Cadet Committee of
the Navy League of Canada
3. All Corps badges must be submitted for design approval t the National Sea Cadet Committee, regardless of any prior approval by any
authority.
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SEA CADET HEADDRESS INSIGNIA
The Sea Cadet metal headdress insignia is worn on the beret or with the turban

Rank Insignia
General
This Appendix details the rank insignia, positions on the uniform and the condition of eligibility.
Rank Insignia:
a.
b.

Are awarded upon the prerequisites for the rank as detailed in CATO 13-2;
Are available in three models: jacket, gunshirt and slip-ons; and
1. Jacket insignia is worn on the jacket and when required, on the brassard with C4A and C4B orders of dress,
2. Gunshirt insignia is worn only on the gunshirt, and
3. Slip-ons are worn with C4, C4C, C5 and C5A orders of dress and with the all-season jacket.

Insignia

Jacket

Gunshirt

Ordinary
Seaman

N/A

N/A

Slip-ons

(OS)

Worn with C4, C4C, C5 and C5A of all dress
and all-season coat

Able Seaman
(AS)
Worn on the upper left sleeve, centred midway
between the shoulder seam and the point of the
elbow (as shown in Annex F).

Worn on the left sleeve of the gunshirt,
centred midwas between the top of the
shoulder and the bottom of the sleeve

Same as above

Same as above

Same as above

Leading Seaman
(LS)

Same as above
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Master Seaman
(MS)

Same as above
Same as above

Same as above

Petty Officer 2nd
Class
(PO2)

Same as above

Same as above

Worn on the lower left sleeve, centred
midway between the bottom of the cuff and
the point of the elbow

Same as above

Same as above

Petty Officer 1st
Class
(PO1)

Same as above

Chief Petty
Officer 2nd Class
(CPO2)

Same as above

Same as above

Same as above

Chief Petty
Officer 1st Class
(CPO1)

Same as above
Same as above

Same as above

Qualification Insignia
General
This Appendix details the qualification insignia, their position on the uniform and the conditions of eligibility.
Qualification insignia:
a.

Are awarded upon successful completion of D Cdts & JCR approved summer courses, conducted in accordance with the current
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b.
c.

applicable qualification standard and plan (QSP), at CSTCs;
Are available for the jacket only; and
May be worn with a brassard as required.
Insignia
General Training

Basic Seamanship

Location

Worn on the upper right
sleeve, centred midway
between the lower edge of
the corps title insignia and
the point of the elbow (as
shown in Annex F).

Conditions of Eligibility

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the General Training
qualification.
The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Basic Seamanship
qualification.

Basic Drill and Ceremonial

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Basic Drill and
Ceremonial qualification.

Military Band-Basic Musician

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Military Band Basic Music qualification.

Pipe Band-Basic Musician

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Pipe Band – Basic
Music qualification.

Basic Sail

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Basic Sail
qualification.

Basic Fitness and Sports

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Basic Fitness and
Sports qualification.

Ship’s Boat Operator

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Ship’s Boat Operator
qualification.

Drill and Ceremonial
Instructor

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Drill and Ceremonial
Instructor qualification.

Military Band-Intermediate
Music

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Military Band –
Intermediate Music qualification.

Pipe Band-Intermediate
Musician

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Pipe Band Intermediate Music qualification.
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Intermediate Sail

Air Rifle Marksmanship
Instructor

Fitness and Sports Instructor

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Intermediate Sail
qualification.
Worn on the upper right
sleeve, centred midway
between the lower edge of
the corps title insignia and
the point of the elbow (as
shown in Annex F).

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Air Rifle
Marksmanship Instructor qualification.
The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Fitness and Sports
Instructor qualification.

Marine Engineer

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Marine Engineer
qualification.

Boatswain’s Mate

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Boatswain’s Mate
qualification.

Shipwright

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Shipwright
qualification.

Military Band-Advanced
Musician

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Military Band Advanced Musician qualification.

Pipe Band-Advanced
Musician

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Pipe Band Advanced Music qualification.

Senior Sail

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Senior Sail
qualification.

Advanced Sail

The insignia shall be awarded to each cadet upon
successful completion of the Advanced Sail
qualification.

Appointment Insignia
General
This Appendix details the appointment insignia, their position on the uniform and the condition of eligibility.
Appointment insignia:
a.
b.

Are awarded upon appointment to a specific position;
Shall be removed from the uniform at the end of the appointment period; and
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c.

Are available for the jacket only and if required, on a brassard, with C4, C4A, C4B and C4C orders of dress.
Insignia

CSTC Coxswain

Drum Major

Location

Conditions of Eligibility

Worn on the lower left sleeve, centred
midway between the top of the cuff and
the point of the elbow. The crossed swords
are worn centred directly below and
touching the jacket rank insignia (as shown
in Annex F).

Issued when appointed to the position of CSTC
coxswain. Shall be removed from the uniform
prior to departing the CSTC.

Worn on the lower left sleeve with the
proficiency insignia (as shown in
Annex F).

Issued when appointed to the position of drum
major at the corps.

Pipe Major

Issued when appointed to the position of pipe
major at the corps.

Regulating

Issued when appointed to the position of
Regulating Petty Officer at the corps, as detailed
in CATO 31-01.

Ship’s Writer

Stores

Training

Issued when appointed to the position of ship’s
writer at the corps, as detailed in CATO 31-01.

Issued when appointed to the position of stores
petty officer at the corps, as detailed in CATO 3101.
Issued when appointed to the position of training
chief petty officer at the corps, as detailed in
CATO 31-01.

Proficiency Insignia
General
This Appendix details proficiency insignia, their position on the uniform and the condition of eligibility.
Proficiency insignia:
a.
b.

c.
d.

Are awarded upon successful completion of training requirements as described in the applicable documents;
Depict:
1. The achievement of a qualification (with or without levels), by way of successful completion of an examination
2. The successful completion of training or may include the completion of an on-the-job requirements; and
3. Successful achievement of a qualification by official certification eg. A Restricted Operator’s Certificate (Maritime), a first aid
qualification etc.
Can be awarded to a cadet who demonstrates, by presenting a certificate or other official document, that he/she has already achieved
the requirements for a proficiency insignia outside of the cadet program; and
Are available for the jacket only.
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SAIL

Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in
Annex F). Only the most senior qualification badge will be worn. NOTE: Sailing levels are
awarded in accordance with the Sail Canada qualifications

Small Craft Operator Program (SCOP)
Power Boat Operator

Safety Boat Operator

Worn on the lower right sleeve,
directly above the upper seam of
the cuff (as shown in Annex F).

Awarded to a cadet that has completed
SCOP training in accordance with CATO
14-19.

Sea Boat Coxswain

Communicator
Insignia

Location

Awarded to a cadet after passing the
examination for either the Semaphore or
Flags or Pennant certificate or the
Restricted Operator’s certificate
(Maritime).

Communicator 1

Communicator 2

Communicator 3

Conditions of Eligibility

Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly
above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in
Annex F). The number under the insignia
indicates which level has been attained. Only
the most senior qualification will be worn.

Awarded to a cadet after passing the
examinations for any both of the
Semaphore or Flags and Pennant certificate
or the Restricted Operator’s certificate
(Maritime).

Awarded to a cadet after passing the
examinations for the Semaphore or Flags
and Pennant certificate and the Restricted
Operator’s certificate (Maritime)
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Criteria
Sea Cadet Semaphore Certificate
1.
2.
3.

Send a semaphore message in clear words at a speed of 25 characters per minute for two minutes making not more than 10 errors.
Receive a semaphore message in plain language at a speed of 25 characters per minute for two minutes making not more than 10 errors.
Exam to be conducted by an examiner approved by the ACO (Sea)

Sea Cadet Flags and Pennant Certificate
1.
2.
3.

Identify all flags and pennants used by the Navy and obtain a grade of 80%.
Recite the phonetic alphabet and numerals and obtain a grade of 90%.
Exam to be conducted by an examiner approved by the ACO (Sea).

Restricted Operator’s Certificate (Maritime)
1.
2.

Pass a maritime radio operator exam in accordance with the standards mandated by Industry Canada, including the certificate issued by
the Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons
Exam to be conducted by a qualified examiner.

Bugler

“Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F).”

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet upon demonstrating, to the satisfaction of the CO, the ability to sound the fifteen “Sea Cadet Bugle Calls” as follow:
Reveille

Still

Alert

Divisions

General Salute

Carry on

Hands to classes

Duty watch

Stand easy

Secure (to cease work)

Liberty men

Lights out

Sunset

Last post

Markers

Scuba

“Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F)”

Condition of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet that has completed any basic recognized scuba diving course as an optional activity for cadets in accordance with CATO14-10.
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Fitness

“Worn on the lower right sleeve directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F). Only the most senior qualification will be worn”

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet attaining a level in accordance with CATO 14-18.

Music

“Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F). The number under the insignia indicates which
level has been attained. Only the most senior qualification will be worn”

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet upon successful completion of a music level in accordance with CATO 14-21.

Marksmanship

Marksmanship

First Class

Expert

Distinguished

“Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F). The number under the insignia indicates which
level has been attained. Only the most senior qualification will be worn”

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet who completes the requirements in accordance with CATO 14-43.

First Aid

Basic Level

Standard Level

“Worn on the lower right sleeve, directly above the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in Annex F)”

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded to a cadet by the first aid provider upon completion of a basic first aid or standard first course.
NOTE: If more than one first aid insignia is held, the standard level shall be worn.
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Participation and Competition Insignia
General
This Appendix details the participation and competition insignia, their position on the uniform and the conditions of eligibility.

Participation Insignia:
a.
b.

c.

Are awarded following participation in a D Cdts & JCR or RCSU approved event;
Depict a type of activity, training, course or competition;
1. No assessment or examination is mandated or required
2. No achievement of a skill or level is mandated or required; and
3. Only experience and/or familiarization would be gained;
If more than one participation insignia of the same category is held (with exception of deployments), the highest level from that category
shall be worn.

Competition Insignia:
d.
e.

Are awarded following a competition in a D Cdts & JCR approved event; and
Are available for the jacket only.

If more than one competition insignia of the same category is held, the highest level from that category shall be worn. If a competition insignia of
the same category as participation is held, only the highest level (competition) insignia shall be worn. When the regatta pin is worn with
Marksmanship and Biathlon Championship pins, the three pins shall be worn centred on the left breast pocket equidistant between the lower seam
and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap with 0.5cm between the pins. If two pins are worn (neither regatta) then the Marksmanship
Championship pin shall be worn in the top position.

Participation Insignia
Insignia

Location

Is awarded upon completion of advanced
training as a staff cadet at a CSTC.

Staff Cadet

International
Exchange

Awarded to a cadet that has completed an
International Exchange in accordance with
CATO 34-02.

Seamanship
Deployment

Royal Canadian
Navy
Deployment

Conditions of Eligibility

Worn on the lower left sleeve directly above
the upper seam of the cuff (as shown in
Annex F).

Awarded to a cadet that has completed a
deployment in accordance with CATO 34-05.

Awarded to a cadet that has completed a
deployment in accordance with CATO 34-05.

Coast Guard

Awarded to a cadet that has completed a
deployment in accordance with CATO 34-05.

Tall Ship

Awarded to a cadet that has completed a
deployment in accordance with CATO 34-05.
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Participation Insignia
Insignia

Location

Conditions of Eligibility

Regional Regatta

Awarded for participation in the Regional Sea
Cadet Regatta.
Awarded for participation in the National Sea
Cadet
Regatta.

National Regatta

Marksmanship Zone
Championship (Bronze)

Marksmanship
Provincial
Championship (Silver)

Marksmanship National
Championship (Gold)

Awarded for participation in the zone level of the
cadets marksmanship championship series.

Pin is worn centred on the left breast
pocket, equidistant between the lower
seam and the lower edge of the jacket
pocket flap (as shown in Annex F).

Biathlon Zone
Championship (Bronze)

Awarded for participation in the provincial level of
the cadets marksmanship championship series.

Awarded for participation in the national level of
the cadets marksmanship championship series.

Awarded for participation in the zone level of the
cadets biathlon championship series.

Biathlon Provincial
Championship (Silver)

Awarded for participation in the provincial level of
the cadets biathlon championship series.

Biathlon National
Championship (Gold)

Awarded for participation in the national level of
the cadets biathlon championship series.

Participation Insignia
Insignia

Location

National Regatta

Vamplew Award
Clément Tremblay
Award

Myriam Bédard Award
Nikki Keddie Trophy

Conditions of Eligibility

Awarded to the top team in the National Sea Cadet
Regatta.

Pin is worn centred on the
left breast pocket, equidistant
between the lower seam and
the lower edge of the jacket
pocket flap (as shown in
Annex F).

Awarded to the Top Marksman at the National
Marksmanship Championship. Cadets in the open category
receive the Vamplew Award and cadets in the junior
category receive the Clément Tremblay Award. This pin
replaces the National Marksmanship Championship pin.
Awarded to the top senior male and female biathletes at the
National Biathlon Championship. This pin replaces the
National Biathlon Championship pin.
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Commemoration Insignia
General:
This Annex details the commemoration insignia, their position on the uniform and the conditions of eligibility.
The commemoration insignia will be pinned type only.
Commemoration insignia:
a. Depicts the commemoration of a Corps or CSTC anniversary or a significant regional, national or international event
b. May be issued to all cadets commemorating the specific even; and
c. Are available for the jacket only.
RCSU CO may authorize the wearing of pins to commemorate regional or local events. Eg. Corps or CSTC anniversary, 50th anniversary of a Navy
League Division (provincial level).
RCSU CO may authorize the wearing of pins that are produced locally, an at no cost to the public, to commemorate the 25 th, 50th, 75th and
subsequent 25 year anniversaries of a corps or Sea CSTC.
D Cdts & JCR may authorize the wearing of pins to commemorate national or international event, eg Year of the Veteran or 100 th anniversary of the
Navy League of Canada.

Commemoration pin is worn on the left breast pocket flap, equidistant between the upper seam of the flap and the top of the button of that
pocket (as shown in Annex F).
1.

2.

3.

When authorized
a. The corps anniversary pin may be worn starting 1 September of the year and ending 30 June of the following year;
b. The CSTC anniversary pin may be worn starting 25 June to 31 August of the anniversary year; and
c. The other regional, national or international event pins are to be worn with in provided timelines.
When a nationally authorized pin is worn with a regionally authorized pin, the two pins shall be worn centred side by side on the left
breast pocket flap, equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap, with at least 2cm (3/4in) between
the two pins. Then national pin shall be worn on the far right position.
Regionally authorized pins must meet the following specifications:
a. It must be made of a material that will not damage the uniform; and
b. It should be no larger the 2cm (3/4in) in diameter.

Honors and Awards
General
The wearing medals, ribbons and awards is a uniform matter governed by these Dress Instructions and CATO 13-16 and CATO 13-19.
Medals with ribbons and awards are supplied by the agency awarding the medal. The replacement medal and ribbon policy is also detailed in CATO
13-16 and CATO 13-19.

Medals and Ribbons
The rules governing the wearing of medals from the Canadian Honor System (CHS) are very specific. Cadets medals awarded in accordance with
CATO 13-16 are not part of the CHS and therefore may not be worn side by side with CHS medals.
The order of precedence for Cadet Medals is found at CATO 13-16.

Wearing of Medals
Medals shall only be worn on the jacket with C2 order of dress
CHS medals shall be suspended immediately above and centred on the left breast pocket of the jacket, immediately above and centred. Cadet
medals shall be suspended immediately above and centered on the right breast pocket of the jacket.
When two or more medals are awarded, they shall be worn in order of precedence, without interval, with the highest priority medal closest to the
center of the chest. Medals shall hang in one row so that they are fully visible. Should this not be possible because of the number being worn,
medals show be overlapped horizontally, the one with the highest priority showing in full. Normally, five or more medals will require overlapping.
The maximum width of the mounting is governed by the physique of the individual. The bar shall not project beyond the arm seam of the jacket
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once the mounting is centered with the jacket pocket. The illustrated reference for placement of medals can be found in Annex F.

Wearing Ribbons
Ribbons may be worn on the jacket only in C3 order of dress.
CHS medal ribbons shall be centered immediately above the left breast pocket of the jacket. Cadet medal ribbons shall be centered immediately
above the right breast pocket of the jacket. The illustrated reference for placement of ribbons can be found at Annex F.
When two or more ribbons are worn, they shall be worn in rows, without interval between the ribbons and rows. Three ribbons shall be worn per
row. If a fourth medal is awarded, a second row of ribbons is require. If a seventh medal is awarded a third row of ribbons is required. Each new
row shall be centered on the lower row. Ribbons shall be worn in order of precedence, from right to left of the wearer for CHS medals and from left
to right of the wearer for Cadet Medals, with the highest priority ribbon closest to the center of the chest on the top row if more than one row is
required. Where a single ribbon constitutes a row it shall be centered above a lower row. Standard arrangements of ribbons by roes are illustrated
in Annex F.

Court Mounting
Medals and ribbons may court mounted as desired by the cadet. When mounted, the ribbons and medals shall be mounted on a panel, its size
determined by the number of medals worn. The lower edge of the panel shall be in line with the center of the medals. Commencing from the lower
edge, each ribbon shall run up the front of the panel to the top and back down to the medal. The medals shall then be stitched to the panel to
prevent them from swinging. This method prevents the medals from clinking against each other. Under no circumstances are Cadet Medals and
CHS medals to be court mounted together. The court mounting is to be done at no cost to the public.

Awards (Pins)
The following awards are authorized and worn in the following order of precedence:
a. Cadet Certificate of Commendation (CATO 13-16)
b. Navy League of Canada Award of Commendation (CATO 13-16); and
c. Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (CATO 13-19).
Awards are worn on the right breast pocket of the jacket with C1, C2 and C3 orders of dress.
Unless authorized by D Cdts & JCR no other awards, except for the awards listed above, may be worn on the Sea Cadet uniform.
Details on award pins can be found at Appendix 2. Placement on the uniform is illustrated in Annex F.

Awards Positions
(CATO 35-01 Annex E Appendix 1)

Cadet Certificate of Commendation

Pin is worn centered on the right breast pocket, equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap (as shown at
Annex F).

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded in accordance with CATO 13-16
NOTE:
When the Cadet Certificate of Commendation Pin is worn with a NLC Award of Commendation Pin and/or the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award pin, the
three pins shall be worn centered on the right breast pocket equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap,
with .05cm between the pins. The order of precedence, from top to bottom is as follows: Cadet Certificate of Commendation, NLC Award
Commendation and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Navy League of Canada Award of Commendation

Pine is worn centered on the right breast pocket, equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap (as shown at
Annex F).

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded in accordance with CATO 13-16
NOTES:

When the NL award of Commendation Pin is worn with a Cadet Certificate of Commendation Pin and/or the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
pin, the three pins shall be worn centered on the right breast pocket equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the
jacket pocket flap, with 0.5cm between the pins. The order of the precedence, from top to bottom is as follows: Cadet Certificate of
Commendation, NLC Award of Commendation and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Pin is worn centered on the right breast pocket, equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket pocket flap (as shown at
Annex F).

Conditions of Eligibility
Awarded by the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award society in accordance with CATO 13-19
NOTES:

Only one Duke of Edinburgh’s Award pin is permitted on the uniform, indication the highest level attained by the cadet.

When the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award pin is worn with a Cadet Certificate of Commendation Pin and or a NLC Award of Commendation
Pin, the pins shall be worn centered on the right breast pocket equidistant between the lower seam and the lower edge of the jacket
pocket flap, with 0.5cm between the pins. The order of precedence, from top to bottom, is as follows: Cadet Certificate of
Commendation, NLC Award of Commendation and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Illustrated References
General
The appendices to this Annex detail the placement of insignia, pins, medals and other items on the uniform, as well as har and beard and
moustache standards, knotting of the tie and lacing of the boots.
The illustrated references are separated into the following appendices:
a. Hair (Appendix 1);
b. Lacing boots (Appendix 2);
c. Baseball cap (Appendix 3);
d. Brassard (Appendix 4); and
e. Wearing of insignia, honors and awards (Appendix 5).

Hair
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Beard
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Lacing Boots

Straight across method
NOTE: No visible underlaces except at the top

Baseball cap

Brassard

Right

Left
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Top and bottom left sleeve
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Top and bottom right sleeve

Corps badge, Name tag and CCO Medals/Ribbons
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Participation and Competition Pins

Commemoration Pins Left Pocket
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CHS Medal/Ribbon and Poppy location

Ribbons on Right Pocket

